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1 Abstract
This research is motivated by two factors: (1) the importance of study abroad programs to
agricultural students and (2) a need for a reliable, accessible and searchable national database
that describes agricultural study abroad programs. Apart from the pedagogical benefits, study
abroad experiences enhance job market competency and provide opportunities to increase
awareness of different cultures and values. Data from the Food and Agriculture Education
Information System-International Programs’ Database (FAEIS-IPD: http://www.faeis.ahnrit.vt.edu/)
are used to assess U.S. study abroad programs in Asia by land grant institutions for the years
2005-2010. Study abroad results show that the most travelled Asian countries are China, India and
Russia; focus predominantly on agriculture; and are either research-based or teaching-oriented.
Educators and universities could use this FAEIS resource to develop partnerships with other
institutions, review the breadth of international study abroad projects, and serve as a recruitment
tool to quickly identify campus-based experts.

2 Introduction
Importance of Study Abroad Programs:
1. There are many pedagogical benefits of studying abroad (Kleine et al., 2012; Myers et al., 2005;
Norris and Dwyer, 2005). For example, one in six agricultural jobs today is directly tied to
international trade (Bruening and Shao, 2005). International exposure improves understanding of
different ideas, cultures and respect of others’ opinions (Falk and Kanach, 2006; Norris and
Gillespie, 2009; Patterson, 2006; Peacock, 2005).
2. Earlier research suggests that studying abroad also provides a unique opportunity to discuss
sensitive issues and may bring a greater understanding of different perspectives (Falk and
Kanach, 2006; Ogden, 2007).
Why Asia?
Asia is also very important to the U.S. from an international trade point of view. For example, India
and China are very influential on international trade related agricultural policy developments.
More recently, China has emerged as a major trading partner for the United States.

4 Results
OBJECTIVE 1. Identify Which Asian Countries are Sites for Agriculturally-Driven
Study Abroad Programs: The U.S.--based agriculturally-driven study abroad programs
visited 30 different Asian countries. Table 1 lists the ten most frequently visited Asian
countries. China has the highest number of Asian study abroad programs (n=20),
followed by India (n=15) and Russia (n=12). Among the four FAEIS academic areas of
FAEIS (see Table 1 columns), the programs in China focus predominantly on agriculture
and involve teaching and research.
Table 1. Top 10 Most Frequently Visited Countries in Asia for Agriculture Based U.S.
Study Abroad Programs During 2005-2010.
Year

Country

Agriculture

Veterinary
Human Sciences Natural Resources Medicine Interdisciplinary

Totals

2005-2010

CHINA

6

6

4

4

20

2005-2010

INDIA

8

5

1

1

15

2005-2010

RUSSIA

4

3

2

1

2

12

2005-2009

INDONESIA

2

1

2

2

7

2005-2009

PHILLIPPINES

2

1

1

6

2004-2010

AFGHANISTAN

2

1

2

5

2007-2009

IRAQ

3

2

5

2005-2009

JAPAN

2

2005-2010

NEPAL

2005-2010

THAILAND

3
2

1

2

2

5
1

1

4
1

4

OBJECTIVE 2. Identify Which Higher Education Institutions are the Major
Operators of Asian Study Abroad Programs for Agriculture and Life Sciences:
The results show that Michigan State University is the major operator of study abroad
programs in Asia. Out of the total 115 study abroad programs in Asia, 51 programs
are conducted by Michigan State University; Texas A&M University ranks second with
11 programs. Half of the 25 universities operate only one program in Asia.

3 Methods
This research validated the FAEIS-IPD data obtained from 783 study abroad programs in 84
land-grant institutions for 2005-2010. Of these, 115 study abroad programs from 25 land grant
institutions focused on Asia. Study abroad program variables include the nature of the program,
academic year in which the program took place, and the university conducting the program.
Data on study abroad programs in a country tend to be rather unique and therefore present a
greater scope for descriptive analyses, which include frequency analysis, cumulative frequency
analysis and descriptive tables and figures to summarize results.

OBJECTIVE 3. Identify Which Academic Area Receives Priority for Study Abroad
Programs Among the Four Major Disciplines in Agriculture and Life Sciences—(1)
Agriculture; (2) Family and Consumer Sciences and Human Sciences; (3) Forestry
and Natural Resources and (4) Veterinary Medicine: Among the four FAEIS
academic program areas, agriculture receives the highest priority for study abroad
programs. Forty-three of the 115 study abroad programs in Asia focus solely on
agriculture. Eight programs in India and six programs in China focus solely on agriculture
(Table 1). Although China was the top destination for all agriculturally-driven study
abroad programs, when disaggregated by discipline, India was the top destination for
agriculture. Other agriculturally-driven U.S. study abroad programs in China are forestry
and natural resources (4); family and consumer sciences and human sciences (6); and
interdisciplinary agriculture sciences, programs that involve more than one of the above
disciplines (4). Veterinary medicine does not have U.S. study abroad programs in China.

5 Conclusions
The FAEIS International Programs’ Database promotes global initiatives in higher
education and recognizes international accomplishments for both the institution and its
faculty. Agriculturally-driven study abroad programs in the United States visit a wide
range of countries in Asia. The most travelled Asian countries are China, India and
Russia. Among the four program areas of FAEIS, the U.S. study abroad programs in
Asia focus predominantly on agriculture and are either research-based or teachingoriented. Such agriculture related study abroad programs are mostly conducted in India
and China. Among the land grant colleges and universities, Michigan State University
operates most of these study abroad programs in Asia. To conclude, FAEIS-IPD is a
resource that can be used to develop partnerships with other institutions; review the
breadth of international projects and serve as a recruitment tool to quickly identify
campus-based experts who could serve on international projects.
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